
Brittany McAllister Drama Unit Plan 6/04/12 

Unit: Comedic theatre 

Teacher: Brittany McAllister 

Subject Area: Junior Drama 

Duration: 6 weeks (total of 24 lessons) 

Inquiry Question: What makes a good comedy performance? 

 
Unit Focus 

 
Students in this unit will explore what techniques 
and elements make an enjoyable and humorous 
comedy performance. Students will learn the 
origins of slapstick, satire and parody through 
the study of Commedia Dell’ Arte which through 
analysis and interpretation of this medium will 
develop a comedic style to their performance 
techniques.  

 
Significant concepts 

 
This unit will conceptualise comedic theatre and 
its ideas while encouraging students to express 
emotions dramatically with confidence. Students 
will understand the different techniques of 
comedic theatre and their strengths and 
limitations in different environments and to 
different audiences. Through this unit students 
will also strengthen their improvisation skills 
through this depth study on comedy.  
This unit maximises on the following SACSA key 
ideas and outcomes:  Arts in practice, Arts in 
context and Arts analysis and response 

Leading towards SACSA Outcomes/ Achievement Standards 

Arts in Practice 
- 4.1: Explores arts practice and 

knowledge of style, form and 
genre, to create/re-create arts 

works within each arts form that 

present imaginative solutions 
and responses to ideas and 

issues. 

Id T KC1KC 6 

- 4.3: Works as an individual or 

in groups to refine and shape 

presentations/performances for a 
specific purpose and for different 

groups of audiences/viewers. 

In Tc KC3 KC4 

Arts in Context 
- 4.6: Uses understanding of 

changing social and cultural 
beliefs, values and attitudes on 

the form, style and purpose of 

arts works made by 
artists/performers in different 

cultural settings, to inform 

research and practical tasks 
In T KC1 KC6 KC7 

Art Analysis and Response 
- 4.4: diversity of performances 

and presentations, recognises the 
values and beliefs embedded 

within each, and uses specialised 

arts terminology to communicate 
and explain personal preference 

T C KC2 

- 5.4: Draws from critical 

analysis, personal research and 

reviews to interpret and make 

meaning from arts works across 
each arts form, and uses 

extensively specialised arts 

language to provide informed 
opinion about these works. 

T C KC3 

SACSA Key Ideas 

Arts in Practice 
 

- Students draw from thought, 

imagination, data and research, and 
the examination of social and 

cultural issues. 

Id T KC1 KC 2 
- Students develop their capacity to 

interact effectively with people 

from a diversity of interests and 
abilities. They learn to work as 

individuals and as members of 

production/ performance teams and 
to assume specific roles and 

responsibilities in the development 

and production of arts work which 
achieve particular responses from 

audiences/viewers. 

In T C KC2 KC4 

Arts in context 
 

- Students investigate the arts 

practices of a number of cultures 
across time to develop an 

understanding and appreciation of 

the cultural and global connections 
which are emerging as a result of a 

social and technological change 

F In KC1 

Arts Analysis and Response 
 

- Students learn to distinguish 

different genres and styles 
associated with the different arts 

forms. They employ processes 

for analysis and interpretation of 
style, genre and form of arts 

works, and communicate both 

reasoned and personal 
viewpoints in response to arts 

works. 

In T C KC1 KC2 
 

- Adopt multiple frames of 
reference and employ extensive, 

specialised arts language to 

critically analyse and compare 
their own arts works and those 

of others. 

Id T C KC1KC2  
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Assessment/ Evidence of Learning 
Week Due Weighting SACSA 

Outcome 
Assessment Task 

Ongoing 
 
Ongoing 

 
 

T2 wk3 
 
 
 

T2 wk 6 
 

T2 wk 6 

%15 
 

%15 
 
 

%20 
 
 
 

%30 
 

%20 

4.4, 5.4 
 

5.3,4.3 
 

4.3,4.5, 
4.6,5.3,5.6, 

 
 
 

4.1,5.1,5.2, 
 

4.4,5.4 

1. Drama Reflection Journals 
 

2. Class participation 
 
 

3. Group Project Commedia Dell’Arte.  
 
 
 

4. Performance Piece ‘Don’t Slip on the Soap’1 
 

5. Self Reflection/evaluation 

 

 

 

 Drama reflection Journals: Students are required to keep a drama journal as evidence of 

their ongoing learning and also for reflective purposes for the final assessment. Students will 

be given a topic to write on for each lesson concluding the lesson on how to properly write a 

drama journal. Journal entries should be between 50-100 words 

 

 Class participation: Students are assessed on class participation based on the outcomes 

provided.  

 

 Group Project, Commedia Dell’Arte: In groups of 3-4, students are given a range of 

characters from the Commedia Dell’Arte to research by the teacher. Students are to report 

their findings in the form of an oral with an accompanying role play on how their characters 

would interact with each other. Students are assessed on both the oral and role-play 

component equally.  

 

  Performance Piece: Students in groups of 6-7 students are to complete the performance 

piece ‘Don’t Slip the Soap’. This is a concluding piece and part of their final assessment on 

Comedy.  

 

 Self Reflection/evaluation: To accompany their final assessment piece, students are to 

complete a self reflection piece on their role in their group’s role play. Students will be given 

a scaffolded lesson on how to write a self reflection.  Self reflection piece should be a max of 

800 words  

                                                           
1
 M. Clausen 2004, Centre Stage, 2

nd
 ed. ‘Don’t Slip the Soap’. Pg. 143-146 
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Week by week overview 

 Single Lesson (45min) Double Lesson (90min) Single Lesson  (45 min) 

Week 1 Lesson 1: 
-  Introduction 

about myself 
- Introduction to 

the Unit and the 
Assessment 
requirements 

- Preassessment 
task 

Lesson 2: 
Public Holiday Anzac 

Day  

Lesson 3: 
- Theory lesson on 

the origins of 
Commedia 
Dell’Arte 

- How to write a 
journal entry 

- Grouping students 
for assessment 
task 

- Assessment sheets 
to passed out 

Week 2 Lesson 4: 
- Research day 

using Slam Dunk 
lesson format on 
assessment piece 

Lesson 5:  
- First half of 

lesson is 
committed to 
ongoing 
research 

- Second half of 
lesson is 
committed to 
starting a role 
play 

- Anymore 
research or 
polishing of the 
oral 
presentation is 
considered 
homework 

Lesson 6:  
- Students are 

finishing up their 
assignment 
requirement. We 
are expected to be 
finishing our 
research and 
polishing our role 
plays 

Week 3 Lesson 7: 
Presentation day 

Lesson 8: 
- Left of the 

presentations 
- Putting the over 

idea together, 
closing of the 
commedia dell’ 
Arte. Activities 

Lesson 9: 
- Introduction to 

slapstick.  
- Preassessment on 

slap stick, parody 
and satire 

- Activities on 
characterisation 
and safely using 
slap stick elements 
(trip, slide fall, 
double take, etc.) 
and Lazzi 

Week 4 Lesson 10: 
Slap stick continued, using 

Lesson 12: 
- get through the 

Lesson 13: 
- Reiterating 
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video clips to understand 
the elements of slap stick 

Role playing 

role play if there 
was no chance 
to previously 

- Introduction to 
Parody and 
Satire, activities 

-  Grouping of 
students for 
final piece 
 

assessment 
requirements, 
showing rubric 

- How to write a self 
evaluation 

Week 5 Lesson 14:  
Preparation component  

(brainstorming) 

Lesson 15: 
 

Movie clips for 
inspiration 

Preparation component 
(putting ideas together 
and rehearsing scenes)  

Lesson 16: 
Final Preparation lesson 

Polishing ideas 

Week 6 Lesson 17:  
Presentation day 

Lesson 18: 
Presentation day  

Self evaluation writing 

Lesson 19: 
Concluding lesson 

Last chance to hand in any 
assignments 
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Drama Preassessment 

 

Instructions: The purpose of this pre-test is find out what you already know about the unit we are 

about to complete. Please try to attempt all the questions, even if you are unsure about the answer. 

If you are stuck and cannot answer the question, please write ‘I have not learned yet’ in the answer 

space. Good luck! 

 

1. What is improvisation?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the difference between Drama and Comedy? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think Commedia Dell’Arte is? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What do you think Slap Stick is? Give an example. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What do you think a Parody is? Give an example. 

 

 

 

 

 

6. What do you think Satire is? Give an example. 
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Label the Theatre Diagram.  

 

 

Please label the following areas in the theatre. 

 Proscenium arch 

 Up stage 

 Down stage 

 Stage right 

 Stage left 

 Wings 

 Apron 

 House  
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